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With this number, The Student completes its fifteenth 
volume. Its history has been one not unattended with in- 
terest, for many and varied have been its experiences. 
That it has had a work to do, and that it has done a work, 
all will concede. The time has come for another and still 
more important change. The next number will be pub- 
lished from Chicago, under the name of ' ' The Biblical 
World, continuing the Old and New Testament Student." 
For the prospectus of the journal under its new name and in 
its new form, the reader is referred to the ' ' announcement " 
upon another page. The readers of the journal may expect 
something better than has ever yet been given them. 

The editor desires publicly to acknowledge his indebtedness 
to C. A. Piddock, Hartford, Conn., who during the three last 
years, as publisher, has so generously and ably helped him 
in a work which both have carried on because of their love 
for it, and not because of anything which they have gained 
from it. May the new interest in Bible study grow still 
greater. The removal of the Student to Chicago, will not in- 
terfere with the continuance of the business of the Student 
Publishing Co., in Hartford. 



It is a blessed thing that religion is not all intellectual ; 
that it is not forever a judicial process consisting in a sum- 
ming up of opposing arguments, a deciding as to the meaning 
of doubtful texts ; that it is something larger than biblical 
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criticism and biblical exegesis and interpretation. The heart 
has its place in the Gospel as well as the head. The Bible is 
the plain rule of conduct as well as the foundation of theology. 
Jesus Christ is a friend to be loved if He is also the object of 
study and criticism. If He has challenged investigation, He 
has also said "Follow me." It is a joy to find difficulties of 
the mind dissolving in this clear atmosphere of obedient trust. 
For example, we may not understand the purpose,the possi- 
bility, the rationale of Prayer. No one of the great minds of 
the Church has as yet succeeded in the solution of this prob- 
lem. But there is a fact about it which the life of Christ 
reveals and that fact illuminates the whole dark field. How 
can Prayer be rational? The reply may not be forthcoming, 
but one thing is true — Christ prayed. Here is a fundamental 
fact. He put the whole weight of His character and life be- 
hind the practice of prayer. Or, again, we may query as to 
the truth of the Old Testament Scriptures, their trustworthi- 
ness, the relation of the reason to faith in them, their use- 
fulness to-day, and other difficult matters. Here the example 
of Jesus is a fact of great moment. It may be hard to under- 
stand how the statement of Paul is justified when he said that 
" Whatsoever things were written aforetime were written for 
our learning," but the fact remains that our Lord read, 
studied, was educated through the medium of, these same 
Scriptures. From the mouth of this more than Teacher — 
this Friend, come the simple words, "Follow me." Yes, 
Religion is more than reasoning, more than the solution of 
theological puzzles, more than speculative philosophizing over 
the enigmas of existence ; it is faith in the Saviour, it is the 
love and friendship of the Christ of the Bible, fellowship 
with Whom as He is revealed in those pages is " eternal life." 



Goethe has somewhere written concerning the Bible these 
words : "I am persuaded that the Bible becomes ever more 
beautiful the more it is understood; that is, the more we 
consider that every word which we apply to ourselves has had 
at first a particular, peculiar, immediate reference to certain 
special circumstances." Not many people, we fear, would 
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agree with the German poet and thinker in his definition of 
what it is to understand the Bible. They would not accept 
him as an authorized or competent exponent of biblical truth 
or as, in any sense, one who understood the Bible in its real 
essence. They are doubtless right both in their general 
judgment of the man and in their particular decision in the 
present case. To understand the Bible is a good deal larger 
thing than Goethe thought here. Still, even an observer of 
the Bible from the outside can teach those within. The 
architecture of a cathedral is often more truly perceived from 
without than by those who stand under its roof. The prin- 
ciple which Goethe enunciated, though incomplete when it 
proposes to cover the whole ground, is, in its sphere, a true 
principle which men are beginning to appreciate and adopt 
more and more in their study and use of the Scriptures. It 
is a fundamental principle, which in its acceptance works 
great changes in one's apprehension and application of Bible 
truth. It is only another way of saying that the Bible must 
be studied historically, as a record of lives lived somewhere 
in specific circumstances under specific conditions. It must 
first be thus studied, and the results of these primary studies 
carried into the higher spheres and advanced lines of more 
spiritual investigation. It is not all knowledge to know the 
Scriptures in this way. It may be — to return to our figure — 
but little more than to know the architecture of the cathedral 
without grasping the significance of the worship which is be- 
ing offered within its walls. If only this, such knowledge is 
halting and unsatisfactory. It should be more, namely, the 
means to larger truth. Thus grasped, the principle of the 
historical knowledge of Divine revelation can rectify our con- 
ceptions of God and truth in a thousand ways, but it will never, 
when rightly applied, either bedim or deny the higher spir- 
itual realities of that revelation. It will rather illuminate 
and exalt them. 



There are two points of view from which the work of 
biblical investigation and criticism is justified. One of these 
is the point of view of personal faith. It behooves every be- 
liever in Christianity to have certainty concerning the foun- 
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dations of his faith, or, where certainty is not possible, at 
least reasonable probability. In a recent editorial * this side 
of the subject was presented and it was urged (i) that satis- 
faction in believing is only safe when resting on firm grounds, 
and (2) that men have often an unquestioning faith which is 
so because it has never been tested, and (3) that, therefore, 
one should be ready and, indeed, desirous of applying all 
reasonable tests to one's beliefs and shrink from no investi- 
gation into the foundations of faith. 

In distinction from this point of view, viz., the uncertainty 
of personal faith and the need of its rectification and estab- 
lishment on right grounds, is the other standpoint, that of 
the absolute immovability of the Christian foundation of fact. 
The former was subjective, the latter is objective. Christ 
and His Gospel are invulnerable. The Bible as Divine reve- 
lation is invincible. Let us test it in every possible way. 
Let us subject it to every kind of critical examination. Let 
us uncover the massive foundations and invite the closest and 
most penetrating scrutiny. Why? (1) Because weak faith 
is made strong, firm faith is made firmer, by examination of 
the immovable foundation on which it rests. If faith is the 
well-spring, the motive power of religious life, then its 
strengthening means the enlargement and beautifying of the 
spiritual life in every direction. In this sense, are investi- 
gation and criticism the allies of spiritual Christianity. Their 
work is akin to that stirring about the roots of the tree which 
fixes it more firmly in the soil and aids in its larger growth 
in the upper air. If these processes of inquiry into the Bible 
could show its weaknesses and uncover its hidden defects, 
they would be far from being handmaids of religion. But 
precisely because the Bible is what it is, they are its best 
friends, and the best friends of a nobler and fuller faith in it. 

(2) Because the most rational preparation for war is knowl- 
edge of one's strength in times of peace. Faith may court 
investigation into its defences, may walk about and inspect 
its bulwarks with the assurance of acquiring ever increasing 
confidence in the impregnable character of its fortifications. 
Then when the trial comes, and there is no time for this kind 

*Cf. Old and New Testament Student, May, 1893, p. 259 sqq. 
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of work, one may with steadier front and stouter courage face 
the enemy, knowing from personal examination that "the 
firm foundation of God standeth." " He who at his leisure 
has carefully surveyed the fortress in which he trusts is best 
prepared to hold it against the assault of foes." 

(3) Because such careful, critical study alone gives power 
to help others. To know the ground on which you stand is the 
prime condition of persuading others to stand with you upon 
it. This is an age of doubt, they tell us. If so, to decline 
to consider and discuss vital points of faith and truth is no 
way of dissipating doubt. To be unwilling to know the worst 
about one's religion is to be unable to know the best. Chris- 
tianity being what it is, and the Bible being what it is, Divine 
truth and Divine life, our deepest investigations and sharpest 
scrutiny will help every one of us better to commend it to 
others and to help them receive it. 

For every reason, then, faith has nothing to fear and every- 
thing to gain from criticism. Candid and thorough investi- 
gation proves everywhere the handmaid of true religion. 
This is perfectly natural when we consider that they cannot 
be essentially antagonistic. Belief and criticism are but two 
ways of getting at truth, and here as everywhere "two are 
better than one." 



The study of the Apocryphal Books of the Old Testament 
is in itself most interesting. The position of these books is 
unique, standing just outside the gate of the sacred temple of 
the Word, ever seeking, never gaining entrance, speaking 
with a voice which is hollow, and a tongue that stammers, 
yet within hearing of the full and rich tones of the canonical 
Scriptures. Their utterances, often lacking in strength and 
solidity, often bordering on the grotesque and fanciful, now 
and then sound out thoughts of depth and power and depict 
scenes of pathetic beauty and striking impressiveness. They 
constitute a subject for study and thought which has fasci- 
nated many able students and yielded good results. 

These Apocryphal Scriptures, when brought into connection 
with the new results of Old Testament criticism, suggest indi- 
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rectly many important queries. Take, by way of example, 
one of the favorite conclusions of some biblical scholars, 
namely, that the entire history of the Hebrew people was a 
God-inspired history and that therefore the literature which 
that history produced was God-inspired. Their life was 
unique. Their writings are unique. How is it now that this 
period of four hundred years of Hebrew History between the 
Testaments has no inspired books ? Is the history in no way 
different from secular, history? Yes, it is a divinely inspired 
history. What then shall we say of the literature which that 
history produced? 

Modern biblical study has met this question and solved it 
by a transference of certain canonical Scriptures formerly 
supposed to date from exilic times or earlier, into this four 
hundred years epoch. Chronicles, Daniel, Ecclesiastes, cer- 
tain of the Psalms and other Books are brought into this 
period. So that now this era of the Hebrew history as well 
as earlier and later ones may claim its Divine literature. 

There is then presented the phenomenon of a canonical and 
a non-canonical Hebrew literature existing side by side. Did 
this phenomenon appear in earlier times also? Was there in 
Isaiah's time an outside growth of literary activity which has 
not been preserved to us, or has survived only as its best 
elements have been gathered up into the canonical books of 
the time? This seems to be favored by references in the 
Books of Samuel and Kings. The canonical books of the Old 
Testament may, from this point of view, be said to contain 
the cream of Hebrew literature in its every age. The reason 
of the preservation of the Apocrypha alongside the pure 
Scriptures of the same age is found in the late date, in the 
development of literary life, methods of literary preservation 
and the dispersion of the Hebrew people among the nations, 
— all this making it easier as well as more desirable to pre- 
serve all the literary work of Hebrew writers, the better and 
the worse. 

The presence of this Apocryphal Scripture suggests, there- 
fore, this most fruitful line of inquiry, whether every age of 
Hebrew life had its inspired literature. It invites the student 
to the endeavor more or less approximately to arrange and 
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classify this literature into its respective periods. Such an 
investigation would settle the fate of many hypotheses which 
are now cherished by scholars, hypotheses which concern not 
merely the literary material of the Bible, but doctrines such 
as inspiration and canonicity. No student can solve these 
problems without taking the Apocryphal books into the 
account. There are some reasons which seem to indicate 
that one would do well to begin with them in the investi- 
gation of many points of Old Testament history and literature. 



